9046/A  Seaman Alexander Laird

Served in the Royal Naval Reserve, was ashore at the Royal Navy Shore Establishment, HMS Victory, Portsmouth when he died on Friday, 7th July 1916, aged 29.  His parents were Alexander Sutherland Laird and Mary Ann Laird (née Wards).  He was married to Rosara Laird, with their home at West Shore, Burray.

Alexander enrolled in the Royal Naval Reserve on 1st June 1916.  He left Orkney on 18th June and travelled to HMS Victory, the Royal Navy Depot at Portsmouth.  He was given a vaccination before going to sea, but unfortunately the vaccination became poisonous and he was admitted to the Royal Naval Hospital, Haslar.  Alexander died there on 7th July, from infective endocarditis.

The Naval authorities were willing to return Alexander’s body to Burray for burial, but because of the delay in contacting his family in Orkney, it was decided to bury him in Hampshire.  Seaman Alexander Laird now lies in Grave 28 Line 24 Plot E, Haslar Royal Naval Cemetery, Hampshire.

