The Burray Defences in World War II

The Burray Battery situated at Northfield was armed with a single quick-firing 12-pounder gun in March 1940, a second was also in place by July.  In November the battery received twin quick-firing 6-pounder guns capable of firing 72 rounds per minute, but their deployment was delayed because of the boggy ground and they were not ready for action until February 1941.

The Burray battery also had three 90 cm searchlights and was initially part of 199 Heavy Battery RA, but from August 1940 came under the command of 533 (Orkney) Coast Regiment RA.  Progress in building the Churchill Barriers in Weddell and Skerry Sounds eventually made them secure from incursion by U-Boats or E-Boats, so in December 1943 the Burray twin 6-pounder gun was removed to Graemsay.

On the hill above Mossbank, an Anti-Aircraft Battery with four Heavy AA guns was situated.  The Battery also had a gun laying radar.  During 1940 several German air raids dropped bombs and mines on and around Burray.  On the night of 20th/21st July a German plane dropped eleven 250 lb bombs from 1,500 feet to damage an Army hut and a farmhouse at Ness, injuring one civilian.  In late August several parachute mines were dropped, one landing only thirty yards from the farmhouse at Ladywater.  Its explosion blew out most of the building’s windows and doors and damaged the roof, but the five occupants were lucky to escape with only minor injuries.  During another raid in November, four 500 lb bombs damaged a Burray cottage.

A total of five searchlights were sited on Burray, manned by 432 Searchlight Battery.  These were at The Bu, Ness, near Warebanks, above Mossbank and below the school.  Each searchlight had its own generator and accommodation for the men.

There was also a military camp on each side of the main road through Burray, where the Leaburn houses are now situated.

