700 Private David Banks Laird and 174976 Private James Kennedy Bruce 
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Two Burray soldiers died at home of sickness during World War I, although one had earlier served in France.  

David Banks Laird served in 19th Battalion, The Royal Scots, before that was a crofter at Windhall, Burray.  He was married to Margaret Laughton and his parents were Eric Laird and Janet Laird (née Banks).

19th Royal Scots was organised at Blairgowrie in April 1916, from men either unfit or incapacitated by wounds.  After a month training to carry out labour duties it crossed to France, where the men were often billeted in closely packed bunks in tunnels with poor ventilation.  David could have contracted tuberculosis there, but it was fairly widespread in Orkney and the early signs of an existing infection may have been missed during his medical examination when he joined up.
Private David Banks Laird    

David spent six weeks, from 25th July to 4th September 1917, in Tooting Hospital, London.  He was then invalided home to Burray, where he received a pension of 27 shillings and sixpence a week, plus 5 shillings for one child.  David died from the effects of the deadly lung disease on 6th February 1918, aged 35.   
James Kennedy Bruce was the son of David Bruce and Agnes Bruce of South House, Burray.  James died of double pneumonia and cardiac failure at Cromarty Hospital on 2nd September 1917, aged 26.  He was then serving in 321st Home Service Labour Company, attached to 3rd Battalion, The Cameron Highlanders, which had been based there to provide protection to the Invergordon Naval Base since August 1914 (although the Battalion moved to Ireland in November 1917).

James Bruce’s record in Soldiers Died in the Great War, compiled from regimental lists after the war, gives his regiment at time of death as The Labour Corps.  However, it also states that he had formerly served as 31798 Royal Scots Fusiliers.

The British Army lost 704,803 dead in the Great War and over two million wounded.  Many of the wounded suffered appalling injuries, including loss of limbs, and after hospital treatment they were pensioned home.  A large number died of their wounds, often from complicating infections such as pneumonia, in later years.  64% of the wounded recovered after treatment sufficiently to be judged fit to return to front line duty, often to be wounded again or killed.  Another 18% made a partial recovery from wounds and were categorised fit to return to “other duties”, often in labour units abroad or at home.

James Bruce was possibly wounded while serving abroad in the Royal Scots Fusiliers, most likely on the Western Front but the Regiment had battalions that served at Gallipoli, in Egypt and Palestine, also at Salonika where malaria sickness was endemic most of the time.  

James Bruce’s body was returned to Orkney and buried in Burray Cemetery.  It was joined there in the following year by the bodies of David Laird and sailor Thomas Allen, after their deaths from sickness. 

