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Seaman James William Park was a member of the Royal Naval Reserve who served on HMS Cape Howe.  Born in Burray in 1915, his parents were William Petrie Park and Jessie Heddle Park (née Park) of Summerton, Burray.  James Park married Margaret Ann Sinclair of Stromness in 1939.

Cape Howe was built in one of the Lithgow shipyards at Port Glasgow, completed in 1930 as SS Knight Almoner, of 4,443 Gross Tons and speed 10½ knots.  In 1934 she was renamed Cape Howe by her owners, Lyle Shipping, who used the ship for general tramping, with much Vancouver-UK-NW Europe trade.

Cape Howe was requisitioned by the Royal Navy at the outbreak of war and commissioned on 15th September 1939 as HMS Cape Howe a command decoy ship, or Q-ship as these ships were called in the First World War, with the cover name of Prunella.  Decoy ships were armed with four or more 4” guns, two or more 21” torpedo tubes and depth charges.  They were filled with a buoyant cargo to prevent or delay sinking if attacked.  The role of the Q-ships in World War I was to lure enemy submarines to the surface for a gun attack.  The Q-ship’s armament would then be revealed and, hopefully, the submarine would be sunk.

Q-ships enjoyed considerable success in World War I, but this was not repeated in the Second World War.  U-boat commanders had been ordered not to surface, but to sink cargo ships by using torpedoes.  In view of their complete lack of success, the decoy ships were withdrawn from service early in 1941 and their highly trained sailors found other duties.

On Friday 21st June 1940, no fewer than eight German U-boats were on patrol looking for unsuspecting ships in the southwest approaches to the English Channel.  HMS Cape Howe was sighted, torpedoed and sunk by U-28 (Kapitänleutnant Günter Kuhnke).  Because of the buoyancy of her cargo, Cape Howe remained afloat for four hours after the attack.  Thirteen survivors were picked up from a raft, but neither Seaman James Park nor another Orcadian crewman, Seaman John Gunn of South Ronaldsay, was among them.

Seaman James William Park is commemorated on Panel 44, Column 1 of the Portsmouth Naval Memorial, on Southsea Common in Hampshire, also on both the Burray and Stromness Memorials in Orkney.

U-28 was a Type VIIA U-boat built by AG Weser of Bremen and commissioned on 12th September 1936.  During its war service, on seven patrols U-28 sank thirteen ships totalling 56,272 tons and damaged another two.  U-28 sank in an operational accident at Neustadt U-boat pier on 17th March 1944, losing one crewman dead.  U-28 was raised later that month, but did not return to service and was stricken from operational duties on 4th August 1944. 

