LT/X 19024 Seaman Norman Duncan Bruce
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Seaman Norman Duncan Bruce was a member of the Royal Naval Reserve, who served on H.M.T. Kingston Cornelian.  His parents were Alexander Bruce and Mary Jane Bruce (née MacDonald) of Gouan Braes, Burray.  He was 23 years old when he lost his life.  Norman Bruce had sailed for some years in the Merchant Navy, before joining the Royal Navy at the outbreak of war.

On Friday 5th January 1940 Kingston Cornelian was on passage to the east of the Straits of Gibralter when it collided with the French liner Chella.  The small trawler, a ship of 550 tons, had no chance in a collision with a liner of 8,920 tons.  The Chella lowered boats to search for survivors, but none were found.  The skipper and sixteen men of Kingston Cornelian were lost.  It was reported that the French liner suffered damage to her bow and had to dock at Gibralter for repairs, before she could proceed on her passage.

Seaman Norman Duncan Bruce had served for three years in the Royal Naval Reserve.  He is commemorated on Panel 2, Column 1 of the Lowestoft Naval Memorial in Suffolk.  

