S/12629  Private Peter Sutherland Duncan
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Peter Duncan served in the 8th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders, in 44th Brigade of 15th (Scottish) Division.  He died on Wednesday, 22nd August 1917, aged 20.  His parents were James W. Duncan and Jane Duncan (née McKay), of Norton, Burray.

15th (Scottish) Division was formed at Aldershot in September 1914 and crossed to France in July 1915.  15th Division captured the village of Loos on 25th September and advanced up Hill 70 beyond.  When the survivors were relieved on its western slopes on the 27th, 15th Division had lost no less than 6,621 casualties, 8th Seaforths had lost 502.

During the Battle of the Somme, 15th Division lost 6,732 casualties between 8th August and 18th September, but captured Martinpuich with four tanks on 15th September.  15th Division lost 1,353 casualties at the Butte de Warlencourt in October.

15th Division captured all its objectives on 9th April 1917, opening day of the Battle of Arras, but lost heavily in the capture of Monchy on the 11th.  8th Seaforths lost over 300 casualties driving the Germans out of Guémappe on 23rd April.  When 15th Division was relieved on the 29th, it had lost 6,313 casualties in the Battle of Arras.

15th Division took over the line north of the Menin Road, outside Ypres, on 19th–20th June.  The Division lost nearly 2,000 casualties when bombarded by salvoes of German mustard gas shells in the evening of 12th July.  On 31st July, first day of the Third Battle of Ypres (now known as the Battle of Passchendaele), 15th Division advanced up Frezenberg Ridge.  15th Division captured Hill 37, in the German Third Line, but heavy counter-attacks in the afternoon drove it back to the second objective.  The Germans captured about 300 yards of that line on 1st August, but were driven out that evening.  When relieved on the 4th, 15th Division had lost 3,754 casualties and 8th Seaforths 203. 

15th Division returned to the line on Frezenberg Ridge on 17th August to renew the attack there, but heavy rain delayed its launch until the 22nd.  Most of the ten tanks intended to support 15th Division’s attack that morning ditched before crossing the front line, but two did support the advance of 8th Seaforths and 7th Camerons up the slope of Hill 35.

Some of 8th Seaforths’ leading company reached Beck House, but they were all killed or seriously wounded there.  The left company attacked Iberian Farm, but was stopped 30 or 40 yards short.  The support and reserve companies advanced through heavy machine gun fire to join it there, but Iberian Farm held out as the Germans pored heavy fire onto 7th Camerons’ flank.  After another unsuccessful attack next day on the Farm, 10th Scottish Rifles relieved 8th Seaforths.  44th Brigade lost a total of 1,052 casualties on 22nd–23rd August, when Private Peter Duncan was among its 209 other ranks reported as “Missing”.

Private Peter Sutherland Duncan has no known grave.  He is commemorated on Panel 133 of the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 

