
DA/11439 Deck Hand David Scott  
 

David was born at Mucklehouse, Eday on 3rd May 1882, the second 
son of fisherman James Scott and Betsy Scott (née Drever).  When he 
left school David also worked as a fisherman.  By then the family 
lived in a croft called Fort in the hamlet known as Calfsound in the 
north of the island.  David’s father died of pleurisy on 18th September 
1902.  David married Maggie Jane Reid at her parents’ home, Cott, 
Eday on 3rd December 1908.  Their first son, also called David, was 
born at Fort on 1st August 1909.  James William followed in 1911, 
then Elizabeth Jane in 1913 and Ellen in 1915. 
 
David enrolled into the Royal Naval Reserve in Kirkwall on 30th May 
1916.  He joined the crew of the 299 ton Fleetwood steam trawler 
Sarah Alice, which was requisitioned by the Royal Navy at the start of 
the war and fitted out for minesweeping duties.  In April 1915  Sarah 
Alice had joined the Orkney and Shetland Northern Patrol, operating 
out of Kirkwall as a patrol boat covering the North Ronaldsay/Fair 
Isle to Sumburgh Head in Shetland routes. 
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On 26th September HMT Sarah Alice was on patrol with the 526 ton steam yacht HMS Conqueror II.  
The boats were investigating a steamer with no number shown, which was actually the 2788 ton 
Admiralty store carrier St Gothard.  While the two patrol boats were stopped at 5.20pm NW of Fair 
Isle, in approximate position 59°44’N 1°35’W, the German submarine U52 launched a spread of three 
torpedoes towards them. 
 
The first torpedo struck the trawler Sarah Alice, which disintegrated in the explosion that followed.  
The second passed under the stern of Conqueror II, but the third hit the magazine before the fore 
bridge of the yacht.  It quickly sank, but some of the crew managed to launch carley floats and 
scrambled onto them.  Sadly, none of the trawler’s crew survived the explosion that blew the smaller 
ship apart.  U52 remained in the area into the evening, when it fired white flares to bring British ships 
to the scene (although its intent then is disputed between the two sides).  When the British destroyer 
HMS Sylvia arrived about 4am on the 27th, she picked up seventeen survivors from HMY Conqueror 
II from their carley floats (but seventeen of her crew also died in the action). 
 
U52’s commander was one of the German submarine arm’s Great War aces, Kapitänleutnant Hans 
Walther.  He had sunk the British light cruiser Nottingham a month before and would also sink the 
French battleship Suffren before 1916 was over, then the British submarine C34 near Fair Isle on 21st 
July 1917.  Walther was awarded Germany’s highest decoration, Pour le Mérite, on 9th January 1917.   
 
None of the bodies of the sixteen crew of HMT Sarah Alice were found and identified after her loss.  
David Scott, who died aged 34, is one of four of the crew commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval 
Memorial, while eight are commemorated at 
Plymouth and four at Chatham. 
 
David’s widow was paid a War Gratuity of £5 
for David’s death on 17th July 1919.  She was 
later also paid the Naval Prize Money due to 
David: an interim award of £12-1s-8d on 5th 
August 1920, final award of £18-2s-6d on 6th 
February 1923 and a supplementary award of 
£2-8s-4d on 6th November 1923. 
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