
43938 Private Andrew Baikie 
 

Andrew was born at Breckan, Evie on 31st January 1889, the first child of 
Andrew Baikie, a farmer’s son, and Adamina Baikie (née Baikie).  Andrew 
grew up on the farm Arsdale and worked there after completed his schooling. 
 
Andrew travelled out to reach New Zealand in January 1912.  His uncle, John 
Baikie, farmed in Canterbury on South Island.  Andrew was working as a 
ploughman there, when he was called up under the provisions of the Military 
Services Bill, 1916.  Andrew enlisted at Waimate, South Canterbury on 10th 
November 1916.  After completing his medical, Andrew was granted leave. 
 
Andrew was assigned to C Company, 24th Reinforcements of the Canterbury 
Infantry Regiment at Trentham on 5th January 1917, but he transferred to C 
Company of 23rd Reinforcements on 28th January.  After only three months 
training, Andrew embarked at Wellington on 2nd April to sail to Europe.  
Andrew’s company disembarked at Devonport (Plymouth) on 10th June and 
travelled to Camp Sling on Salisbury Plain. 
 

Andrew left Camp Sling in a draft for France on 6th July, marched into Camp at Etaples next day.  
After three weeks intensive training there, Andrew joined C Company, 2nd Battalion, Canterbury 
Regiment in the Field on 25th July.  The New Zealand Division was then in Flanders, where it had 
taken part in the successful Battle of Messines, which opened with the explosion of 19 huge 
mines and a furious artillery bombardment on 7th June.  2nd Canterbury Regiment was one of two 
battalions that stormed Messines village and took it after fierce street fighting that day.  The 
Battalion lost heavily in an attack on Unchained Trench at nightfall on the 13th and in taking and 
holding the Chasseur Cabaret ruins on the 15th.  2nd Canterbury’s 16 officers and nearly 500 other 
ranks casualty list in the Battle of Messines was the heaviest New Zealand battalion loss. 
 
When Andrew joined the New Zealand Division it was back in the Messines Sector, preparing to 
launch an attack to threaten Lille on 31st July, the opening day of the Third Battle of Ypres, now 
known as Passchendaele.  Although 2nd Canterbury was not one of the assault battalions, it took 
casualties from heavy German shell-fire while holding the line in August.  Andrew was wounded 
in both legs by a shell on the 15th and was admitted to No 2 Australian Casualty Clearing Station, 
then to No 4 General Hospital at Camiers (just north of Etaples) on the 17th. 
 
Andrew was placed on the Seriously Ill list on 18th August, when his right leg was amputated 
below the knee because of gangrene infection of the post-tibial muscles.  He was removed from 
the Seriously Ill List on the 31st and embarked on the hospital ship St. David for the UK.  When 
Andrew was admitted to No 2 New Zealand General Hospital in Walton-on-Thames, Surrey on 1st 
September his amputation was reported to be very dirty, also his wounded left leg.  However, he 
made favourable progress after 1½” of fibula was removed by suture on 15th October and his 
wound stump eventually healed, but the long (and probably painful) process took over a year. 
 
Andrew was fitted with an artificial leg on 21st January 1919 and discharged from Walton on 
leave on the 24th.  He returned to Orkney, to visit his family and friends there.  Andrew reported 
back to hospital on 19th February and was classified 85% disabled by a Medical Board that day.  
Andrew embarked for New Zealand on the hospital ship Marama on 9th June.  When he reached 
New Zealand Andrew was officially honourably discharged from the Army, as “No longer 
physically fit for war service, on account of wounds received in action”. 
 
Andrew’s disability did not prevent him from continuing to do farm work, although he must have 
found that to be difficult at times.  He died at Waimate of sickness on 17th August 1950, aged 61. 
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