
20824 Private John C. Taylor 
 
John Charles Taylor was born at Rusland, Harray on 28th May 1884, the 
first son, after two daughters, of Charles Taylor and Elizabeth Taylor 
(née Brown).  Another two sons and a daughter followed, after Charles 
Taylor became a farm servant working at Binscarth, Finstown.   
 
John worked as a ploughman at Moan, Harray, before emigrating to 
Canada, probably before his mother died at Millgoe of appendicitis on 
1st May 1910.  John was working as a locomotive engineer when the 
Great War started.  He enlisted into the 21st Alberta Hussars on 22nd 
August 1914, at Medicine Hat.  John travelled east to join the First 
Contingent at Valcartier Camp, Quebec and attested into the 10th 
Battalion, C.E.F. on 24th September.  Five days later John embarked on 
the SS Scandinavian in Quebec City docks, to sail with the fleet carrying 
and escorting the Canadian First Contingent on 3rd October. 

 
10th Battalion, C.E.F. landed at Plymouth on 14th October and moved to Salisbury Plain, to spend 
four months training there.  10th Battalion was then packed into an old cattle boat, the Kingstonian, 
and sailed to St. Nazaire in France.  The boat ran aground there in a gale, but 10th Battalion finally 
disembarked on 15th February 1915.  10th Battalion manned front line trenches during the Battle of 
Neuve Chapelle a month later, but did not attack.  10th Battalion then moved north into Flanders, 
where the Canadian Division moved into the line north-east of Ypres in mid-April.  
 
When the Germans launched the first gas attack north of Ypres in the evening of 22nd April, 10th 
Battalion was in divisional reserve in Ypres.  The release of chlorine gas killed many and forced 
back the survivors among French troops on the left of the Canadians’ front, leaving a gap about 4½ 
miles wide.  10th Battalion moved up that evening to 3rd Brigade H.Q. at Mousetrap Farm, where 
it was ordered to attack that night with 16th Battalion into the gap. 
 
Just before midnight the two Canadian battalions advanced towards an oak plantation, known 
afterwards as Kitchener’s Wood.  The Germans heard their advance, so lit it with flares and poured 
rifle and machine gun fire onto the Canadians.  However, they pushed on into the wood and, in 
fierce hand-to-hand fighting in the dark, killed or drove out the Germans holding it.  Heavy 
German artillery fire reduced the strength of the force in the wood to less than 500 men, who 
withdrew at 5 am on the 23rd to a line along its southern edge, which was prolonged by 3rd 
Battalion to St. Julien.  During the day British, Canadian and French reserves deployed to fill the 
gap on the Canadians’ left, while all took heavy casualties from unremitting German fire. 
 
When the Germans launched a second gas attack on 24th April against the Canadian front, most of 
it held despite the Canadians having only improvised protection.  However, the Germans forced a 
breach and the Canadian and British reserve troops fought a desperate and costly battle to seal it.  
10th Battalion took many more casualties during three days of hard fighting, while it held the 
position known as Location “C” on Gravenstafel Ridge. 
 
10th Battalion pulled back from the front line on 27th April, but moved two days later into reserve 
trenches guarding Nos. 3 and 4 Bridges over the Yser Canal.  Intermittent German shelling caused 
more casualties, including John Taylor, killed in action there on 3rd May, aged 30.  10th Battalion 
lost 485 casualties, half its strength, in the Second Battle of Ypres.  John was one of many whose 
bodies were not identified, so they are commemorated on Panel 24 of the Menin Gate in Ieper. 
 
John’s younger brother Alfred died of wounds, aged 23, on 24th April 1918, after taking part in the 
Zeebrugge raid as a sailor.  The brothers are both commemorated on the Firth Memorial, which their 
sister Helen unveiled, during its dedication on Sunday, 26th December 1921. 
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