INTRODUCTION

The small Orkney island of Flotta had an important role in both World Wars, as part of the defences of the Royal Navy’s main fleet base at Scapa Flow.  In World War I coast batteries were built at Roan Head, Innan Neb and Stanger Head; the latter two were manned again in World War II, as well as a new battery at Buchanan.  During most of both World Wars, the thousands of sailors, marines and soldiers stationed on Flotta outnumbered the local population.

Like those in the rest of the country, most of the young men of Flotta left the relative security of the island to serve in the British armed forces during both World Wars, while others who had emigrated from Flotta joined the forces of their new home country.  In World War I ten Flotta men did not return from the war, having paid the ultimate sacrifice, only one did so in World War II.

The eleven Flotta war dead are commemorated on the Flotta War Memorial, located in the cemetery at the southern side of the island.  Unusually their memory has been kept alive, and their faces remembered, by grouping together their photos in a picture frame hung inside the church.  This booklet is intended to add some background information, from a variety of sources, on how and where these men lost their lives.

I have printed out the details of ten Flottarians from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission internet site, also those of the British Army soldiers on the CD “Soldiers Died in the Great War”.  Information has been added from other internet sites, the Trench Maps CD, the newspapers The Orcadian and The Orkney Herald, the Official Histories, divisional and regimental histories and other books.  I have also included some of my own notes compiled from these sources for a book on “British Army and Empire Forces in World War I”.

The compiler’s generation has been spared the harrowing experience of living through, and many dying in, a World War.  I respectfully dedicate this booklet in memory of the Flottarians who were not, and gave up their lives in the service of their countries.
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