2502 Lance Corporal William Isbister Norquay 
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William was born at Quoyness House, Flotta on 30th July 1891, the third son of James Gunn Norquay, a fisherman, and Catherine Norquay (née Isbister).  William followed the family tradition of working at sea and remained a seaman after he followed his older brother, Gordon, to Australia.

William enlisted in Sydney on 2nd August 1915.  Three days later he joined 5th Reinforcements, 17th Battalion AIF, which left Sydney on HMAT A32 Themistocles on 5th October.  When 5th Reinforcements joined 17th Battalion, it was resting in Egypt with its parent 2nd Division, after the evacuation of Gallipoli.  William was taken on the strength of A Company on 5th February 1916.
William embarked with 17th Battalion at Alexandria on 17th March, landed at Marseilles on the 23rd.  William transferred to join the Battalion Bombing Platoon on 2nd June.  17th Battalion went into action in the Battle of the Somme, when it relieved 9th Battalion on the right of the Australian line at Pozières on the night of 25th/26th July.  William was wounded during a furious bomb exchange next day, then admitted to 26th General Hospital, Etaples with a gun shot wound in his abdomen and back on the 28th.

William rejoined his unit and the Battle of the Somme on 16th August.  After difficult autumn fighting in the Gueudecourt area, William was appointed Lance Corporal on 1st December.  2nd Australian Division remained in the northern Somme battlefield during the bitterly cold winter, which took a toll on William’s health.  On 3rd January 1917 he was back in hospital, with trench foot.  His condition was serious enough to require transport to the UK on the 25th and he spent another two months in Horton County of London War Hospital.  William had a fortnight’s leave, before he reported to Wareham Training Depot on 10th April.
William left Southampton on 27th May, marched into 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot, Le Havre next day.  He rejoined 17th Battalion on 19th June, when it was resting after heavy loss fighting at Bullecourt.  William was promoted to Temporary Corporal on 1st September.  
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1st and 2nd Australian Divisions moved into the Ypres Salient to join the third major battle there, now known as Passchendaele.  The Australians’ attack on 20th September was a great success, thanks to overwhelming artillery support.  Ironically it might have inflicted a severe shrapnel wound to William’s left shoulder, but it’s more likely that German artillery fire did.  William returned to hospital in England, where he made a good recovery and was discharged for another fortnight’s leave on 22nd October.  He rejoined 17th Battalion on 29th November.
2nd Australian Division was involved in the final stages of the fighting to stop the German 1918 spring offensive, when it took over the line in part of the old Somme battlefield at the beginning of April.  William was killed in action there on 9th May, aged 26.  His battalion had moved into billets in the village of Lahoussoye, before moving back into the front line next day.  German heavy gun shelling of the village in the evening of the 9th killed four Australians, one of these William Norquay, and wounded another. 
William Norquay is buried about two kilometres from where he was killed, in Grave I.A.21 in Franvillers Communal Cemetery Extension, Department of the Somme, France.
