
9/710 Trooper John Hourston 
 

John was born in Oamaru, in the Otago region on south island, on 
29th December 1884.  William Hourston, his father, had emigrated 
to New Zealand, from Appiehouse, near Dounby in Harray, the 
only Orkney parish with no sea coastline.  As a young man John 
worked as a labourer, but also served in the Clutha Mounted Rifles. 
 
John was living at Kahuika, when he enlisted into the Otago 
Mounted Rifles on 20th October 1914.  He was promoted Corporal 
on 31st October, but reverted to the rank of Trooper soon after.  
John sailed from New Zealand on 14th December, to disembark at 
Alexandria in Egypt on 3rd February 1915.  
 
About 12th May John Hourston landed at Anzac, Gallipoli with the 
New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade.  Its four regiments served 
there as infantry and established a reputation as splendid soldiers. 

 
The Otago Mounted Rifles were part of the, about 2,000 strong, Right Covering Force in the 
decisive attempt to capture the Sari Bair heights in early August.  Soon after dark on the 6th, the 
Otago and Canterbury Mounted Rifles, with the (two company) Maori contingent attached, set 
off along Ocean Beach.  They turned right up Chailak Dere and advanced up a hill spur. 

 
The many more and stronger Turkish posts on the hill than 
had been expected offered determined resistance to the New 
Zealanders’ advance.  Although scattered into small parties, 
the New Zealanders fought with great dash and initiative 
and just before 1 am on the 7th the summit of the hill was 
taken with a spirited bayonet charge.  Although the main 
attempt to break out of Anzac failed disastrously a few days 
later, the Otago Mounted Rifles had gallantly captured their 
important opening objective. 

View from Chunuk Bair of the northern foothills 
 
At least 200 Turks had been killed and a similar number captured, while the 
remainder were chased off across Aghyl Dere.  The Otago Mounted Rifles had 
suffered most of the New Zealand casualties, losing nearly 100 of some 400 
men involved.  These included their commanding officer, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Arthur Bauchop, who was mortally wounded in the final charge on the hill that 
was given his name, but John Hourston’s name was not on the casualty list.   
                                                                                                                          
Lieut.-Col. Arthur Bauchop 
 

However, the difficult conditions and stress of the fighting had taken a 
toll on John’s health and he was admitted to 16th Casualty Clearing 
Station on 15th August with enteritis.  John was transferred to Mudros 
later that day, then on to hospital on Malta.  In the Great War Malta 
was a major military hospital base, where over 135,000 patients were 
cared for.  During 1915 it handled many of the wounded and sick from 
the Gallipoli campaign, from late 1915 onwards also from Salonika. 
 
John was classed dangerously ill on the 25th, then died of dysentery and 
pneumonia on 30th August, aged 30.  John is buried in Grave A.XII.2 
in Pieta Military Cemetery.  It is located two kilometres north-west of 
Valetta on Malta, has graves of 1,303 Great War Commonwealth dead. 



John Hourston’s grave on Malta 
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