
S/10497 Private Malcolm Harray 
 

Malcolm Harray was born at Upperbigging, Corrigall, Harray on 17th 
July 1896, an hour before his sister, Isabella.  The twins were the third 
son and third daughter of farmer Thomas Harray and Isabella Harray 
(née Clouston).  Another son, James, was born before Thomas died in 
July 1901 of kidney failure, after only a week of serious illness.  
Isabella continued to run the farm, with the help of her large family 
and probably occasionally her neighbours. 
 
Malcolm was called up under the Military Service Act in early 1916 
and joined the Seaforth Highlanders at Fort George.  After several 
months of training, probably with 3rd Seaforths at Cromarty or 10th 
Seaforths at Dunfermline, Malcolm joined a draft for one of the 
Regiment’s two Regular Army Battalions, 1st Seaforths.  They were 
serving in Iraq, then known as Mesopotamia, as part of 7th Indian 
Division and lost heavily trying to raise the siege of Kut-al-Amara. 
 
Malcolm probably made the long sea journey to Iraq in the summer of 
1916, so arrived after the worst of the very hot weather that year.  He 
had a reasonably quiet time to settle in, as the besieged garrison in 
Kut had surrendered at the end of April and both sides had suspended 
active operations during the hot summer months.  

 
The British-Indian force in Mesopotamia had reorganised, especially its supply arrangements, and 
General Stanley Maude taken over command, before it resumed offensive operations in December.  
Malcolm survived the diversionary attack at Sannayait on 22nd February 1917 which took the lives of 
four other Orcadians serving in 1st Seaforths.  It covered a flank attack which successfully crossed 
the River Tigris, recaptured Kut and sent the Turks falling back in some disorder towards Baghdad. 
 
General Maude skilfully directed the advance to encircle Baghdad and cut it off, although most of the 
Turks managed to escape the net.  On 11th March 35th Brigade of British 13th Division entered 
Baghdad from the east, while 2nd Black Watch of 7th Indian Division reached Baghdad Station from 
the south.  British-Indian troops pushed on to fan out in a wide semi-circle to the north and west, 
where the Turks were regrouping in strength and threatened to counter-attack to retake Baghdad.  
  
A month of difficult open warfare followed, as the Turks manoeuvred to try and recapture the 
historic city.  1st Seaforths carried out difficult marches to cover the build-up of troops and supplies 
near Baghdad, but by the end of the month they were able to rest and train in bivouacs near the city. 
 
During April the Turks were pushed back on the south bank of the Tigris from Baghdad towards 
Samarra some 50 miles to the north-west.  7th Indian Division was ordered to advance along the line 
of the railway from Baghdad to Samarra and take the Turkish defences close to the railway station at 
Istabulat, about 12 miles from Samarra.  The attack went in just after 5am on 21st April, with the 
support of 76 guns and howitzers.  The Turks fell back from their outposts after token resistance, but 
defended their main position with great determination.  1st Seaforths advanced on the left and 28th 
Punjabis on the right, to cross two miles of open plain under heavy fire.  They assaulted the main 
Turkish line about 7.30am to take it about 700 yards along its length, but at heavy cost.  125th Rifles 
moved up in support and the line was consolidated and held despite several Turkish counter-attacks. 
 
Malcolm Harray was one of four Orcadians killed in the advance and assault.  The other three were 
George Linklater of Sandwick, George Sinclair of Kirkwall and John Yorston of Birsay.  Malcolm’s 
elder brother William survived serving on the Western Front, was wounded twice and commissioned 
in the Canadian Field Artillery.  Their younger brother James served in 2nd and then 7th Battalions 
of the Seaforths on the Western Front, where was probably wounded during late 1917 or early 1918. 


