NORTH RONALDSAY WAR DEAD NOTES

Additional details, including birth and family, of the World War dead listed on the North Ronaldsay War Memorial:

Great War

039158 Private William Tulloch

Royal Army Ordnance Corps, attached 2nd Seaforth Highlanders, killed in action on 8th May 1918 near Bethune, aged 21.  Buried in Grave I.D.8 in Mont-Bernanchon British Cemetery, Gonnehem, Pas de Calais, France.

Born at North Manse, North Ronaldsay on 27th February 1897.  Son of John Tulloch and Sarah Tulloch (née Scott) of Upper Linnay, North Ronaldsay.  William’s father was a fisherman, but he trained as a blacksmith before joining up.  William was unlucky to be killed by a sniper in a “quiet time”, when 2nd Seaforth was strengthening its front line after weeks of heavy fighting.

40377 Private John Angus

2nd Royal Scots, killed in action at Monchy le Preux on 3rd May 1917, aged 35.

Commemorated in Bay 1 of the Arras Memorial, Faubourg d’Amiens Cemetery, Arras, Pas de Calais, France.

Born at Holland, North Ronaldsay on 7th June 1881.  Son of James Angus and Jane Angus (née Garrioch).  John’s father was the manager at Holland Farm and he worked as a farm servant before joining up.  He did so in Edinburgh, while living in Almondbank, near Perth.  John was one of 525 casualties (over half its total strength) lost by 2nd Royal Scots during the Battle of Arras in 1917.  The Official History records that the attack at Monchy le Preux on 3rd May:

“... fell into confusion, largely owing to the fire of parties of the enemy who had been pushed forward into shell-holes and had thus avoided the British barrage.  The waves of the 2nd Royal Scots and 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers becoming prematurely merged, the barrage was lost, and the attack broke down.”
250974 Private Samuel Cutt

416th Agricultural Company, Labour Corps, formerly 64384 5th Garrison Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, died of the flu in Manchester on 26th November 1918, aged 43.

Born at Milldam, North Ronaldsay on 17th August 1875.  Son of Peter Cutt and Eliza Cutt (née Kelday).  Samuel was a victim of the influenza pandemic that claimed 150,000 British lives between spring 1918 and spring 1919.

Skipper Thomas Swanney, M.M.R.

H.M. Trawler “Columba”, died on 10th March 1918, aged 55.

Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial, Devon, England.

Son of William Swanney and Mary Swanney (née Tulloch) of Holm, North Ronaldsay.  Husband of Jemima Swanney (née Tulloch), married in Leith on 13th April 1894.  Thomas was the skipper of the trawler “Columba” (138 gross tons), which had been requisitioned by the Admiralty as a boom defence vessel, when it hit a mine and sank off May Island in the Firth of Forth on 10th March 1918.  He and Jemima were then living at 7 Jessfield Terrace, Leith.

Skipper Charles Thomson, M.M.

Fishing vessel “Primrose”, died on 5th February 1917, aged 35.

Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London, England.

Born at Howatoft, North Ronaldsay on 31st July 1881, son of Peter Thomson and Mary Thomson (née Cutt).  Husband of Martha Thomson (née Craigie), married in Dundee on 3rd January 1907.  Charles was the skipper of the trawler “Primrose” (136 gross tons), which exploded a mine and sank about five miles outside Montrose on 5th February 1917.  Charles and eight crewmen died.

9569/DA (PO) Second Hand Thomas Thomson, R.N.R.

H.M. Trawler “Morven”, died of pneumonia on 10th June 1918, aged 23.

Buried in the NW part of North Ronaldsay Churchyard, Orkney.

Born at Quoybanks, North Ronaldsay on 9th March 1895.  He was the son of Jemima Thomson, domestic servant, but was brought up by his grandparents, Thomas Thomson and Janet Thomson (née Tulloch).  Thomas was Second Hand, or Mate, of the requisitioned trawler “Morven”.  He died of pneumonia (after 27 days’ illness) in the Balfour Hospital, Kirkwall on 10th June 1918.

John Thomson, R.N.R.

Born at Quoybanks, North Ronaldsay on 30th November 1883, son of (a fisherman) Thomas Thomson and Janet Thomson (née Tulloch).  John was an uncle of the above Thomas Thomson.

Skipper John Thomson, R.N.R.

Master of a trawler, died of pneumonia (result of flu) on 19th November 1918, aged 44.

Born at Howatoft, North Ronaldsay on 4th January 1874, son of (a farmer) Thomas Thomson and Jessie Thomson (née Dunnet).  John was already skipper of a trawler when he married Jessie Borrie on 29th September 1905 in Dundee.  John was a victim of the Spanish Flu pandemic, died of pneumonia on 19th November 1918, when he and Jessie lived at 207 West Street, Dundee.

1939 – 1945 

3135496 Corporal Alexander Thomson

11th Royal Scots Fusiliers, killed in action at Ouilly-le-Vicompte on 22nd August 1944, aged 29.  Buried in Grave I.B.7 in St. Desir War Cemetery, near Lisieux, Calvados, France.

Born at Howatoft, North Ronaldsay, son of Alexander Thomson and Joan Thomson (née Swanney).  Alexander crossed to Normandy on 11th June, survived the heavy fighting there that claimed the life of another Orcadian, Fusilier Robert Harcus of Tankerness (probably a friend), also serving in 11th Royal Scots Fusiliers.  Alexander was killed in action during the pursuit of the retreating Germans.  He was one of his Battalion’s 2 killed (and 3 wounded) in an attack on Ouilly-le-Vicompte, near Lisieux, on 22nd August, to force a crossing over the River Touque.

