RENDALL WAR DEAD NOTES

Additional details, including birth and family, of the World War dead listed on the Rendall War Memorial:

6/807 Corporal William Brass

Canterbury Regiment, N.Z.E.F., died at Gallipoli, between 25th April-1st May 1915, aged 26.

William is commemorated on Panel 74 of the Lone Pine Memorial, Turkey.

Born at Howe, Harray on 28th December 1888, oldest son of James Brass and Isabella Bews.

Father’s parents: William S. Brass and Frances Smith, Upper Ellibister, Rendall.

Mother’s parents: James Bews and Betsy Balfour, Westray.

William left Orkney when aged 20, for the south island of New Zealand.  He became a guide there for parties climbing its highest mountain, Mount Cook.  

William Brass is also commemorated on the Kirkwall War Memorial.
68570 Private Henry Hay


2nd Wellington Regiment, N.Z.E.F., died in Walton-on-Thames Hospital near London on 22nd September 1918 from wounds, aged 43.  Buried in Grave VIII.A.14 in Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey.

Born at West Puldrite, Rendall, on 2nd February 1876, the youngest son of John Hay and Mary Pearson.   Father’s parents: Henry Hay and Cecilia Wishart (of Orphir). 

When Henry joined up he had been nearly ten years in New Zealand, where he worked on farms near Morven and Methven in Canterbury Province on South Island.

S/6259 Private Alfred Joseph Osborne

7th Seaforths, died at Messines, Lys, Belgium on 11th April 1918, aged 20.

Commemorated on Panel 133 of the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium.

Born at 4 Victoria Road, Kirkwall on 15th November 1897, third son of Joseph Osborne and Margaret Miller.  Worked as a farm servant at Breck, Rendall until enlistment
Alfred Osborne is also commemorated on the Kirkwall War Memorial.

907324 Private David Spence

5th (Saskatchewan) Battalion, C.E.F., died in France on 28th April 1917, aged 33.

Commemorated on the Vimy Ridge Memorial, France.

Born in Holm on 20th September 1883.  Husband of Lily Voy.

Parents Kenneth Spence (born Wick, Caithness) and Mary Ann Miller (born Costa, Evie).

When joined up in Broadview, Saskatchewan on 8th March 1916, David was working as a pumpman on the Canadian Pacific Railway.

S/13327 Private John William Yorston

1st Seaforths, died in Battle of Estubulat, Mesopotamia, 21st April 1917, aged 34.
Commemorated on Panel 37 or 64 of the Basra Memorial, Iraq.

Born Marwick, Birsay, on 6th November 1882, son of John Yorston and Elizabeth Kirkness.
William Yorston is also commemorated on the Birsay War Memorial.
