
S/12881 Lance-Corporal Alfred Gibson 
 
Alfred Gibson was born on 10th September 1876, the sixth son of 
farmer John Gibson and Jane Gibson (née Gibson).  Alfred’s parents 
had brought up a large family, while working and slowly improving a 
farm at Langskaill, Rousay.  When Alfred was born, 57 of the 207 acres 
of the farm were arable and his parents employed a farm and a domestic 
servant.   
 
Before Alfred enlisted in Preston, Lancashire, he was a draper in 
Manchester. 
 
Alfred was one of at least fourteen Orcadians who died as the result of 
a failed attempt by 7th Seaforths to capture the Butte de Warlencourt 
on Thursday, 12th October 1916.  James was killed in action near the 
Butte that day, aged 40. 
 
The Butte de Warlencourt, an old burial mound about fifty feet (15 
metres) high and not unlike Maeshowe in Orkney, was swept bare to a 
white dome of chalk by artillery fire that removed all the earth and 

vegetation.  British troops several times gained a foothold on the Butte, but the Germans always 
drove them off and still held it when the 1916 Battle of the Somme ended in November.  47th 
Division was relieved on 9th October in front of the Butte by 9th (Scottish) Division, which 
attacked towards it at 2.5 p.m. on the 12th. 
 
From May 1916, 9th Division included a South 
African Infantry Brigade, which attacked on its left 
on 12th October, while 7th Seaforths lead the attack 
on its right.  Heavy German machine gun and rifle 
fire shot down many of the Seaforths as they 
advanced up a gentle slope in a drizzle of rain, but 
others were killed and wounded by “friendly fire”, 
because some British heavy artillery fired “short”.  
Two supporting companies of 10th Argylls pushed 
forward and a mixed party of Seaforths and Argylls 
dug in on a line about 150 yards beyond their 
original front line.  South African 2nd Regiment, 
followed by the 4th, had lost direction in smoke drifting from the Butte and also lost heavily from 
machine gun fire.  The survivors dug in about halfway to Snag Trench. 

 
Alfred Gibson is buried in Grave V.E.5 in Warlencourt British Cemetery, 
Pas de Calais, France. 
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