
13423 Private David William Munro 
 

David was born in the Old School, Sourin, Rousay on 17th October 1887, the fourth 
son of Alexander Munro and Christina Munro (née Stephen).  His parents were both 
born in Bower, Caithness and married there on 14th July 1876.  Alex took up 
employment on Rousay as a foreman labourer on the roads for the Burroughs’ 
estate.  The couple were living in Trumland Lodge when their first child, a daughter 
Malcolmina, was born in May 1878.  When David was born the family had moved 
to the Old School, where Alex was in business as a general merchant. 
 
The Munro Family was still living in the Old School when the 1901 Census was 
taken, but Alex described himself then as a Farmer, the two eldest girls and two 
eldest boys as workers, with David the eldest of the three children still at school.  
When the 1911 Census was taken Alex was a “Small Farmer & Sub Postmaster”, 
with sons Hugh and Albert working as horsemen on the farm, daughter Agnes a 
“Cook (home on visit)” and daughter Mary Ann working as a domestic servant.  
David, however, had left Rousay and was boarding in the Anderston district of 
Glasgow, where he worked as a shop assistant for a grocer.  
 
When war broke out, David volunteered for Kitchener’s New Army in the appeal 
on 2nd September 1914 for recruits by the Lord Provost and City of Glasgow.  
David joined 15th Battalion of the Highland Light Infantry, raised in only 16 hours 

with a large contingent of recruits from the Glasgow Tramways.  16th HLI had a large Boys Brigade 
contingent, while Glasgow Chamber of Commerce effectively raised 17th HLI. 
 
The three New Army HLI battalions were initially brigaded together in 117th Brigade of 39th Division.  
Their training suffered from the lack of uniforms and equipment, if not from enthusiasm, and many men were 
at first billeted at home.  However, they were soon sent to Gailes on the Ayrshire coast and placed under 
canvas, until huts could be constructed.  Uniforms, weapons and other equipment slowly arrived and training 
moved forward.  During the re-numbering of the New Armies in April 1915, the HLI’s higher units became 
97th Brigade of 32nd Division.  In May they moved to Prees Heath in Shropshire, but unsuitable ground there 
forced another move to Yorkshire in June. 
 
32nd Division was collected together in August from its various training locations at Codford on Salisbury 
Plain and prepared to move to France.  The transport and machine gun sections of 15th HLI left Codford for 
Southampton on 22nd November.  David crossed from Folkestone to Boulogne with the main party next day.  
15th HLI spent a few days in billets between several train journeys, before settled for ten days in Pierregot, in 
the Somme department about 8 miles NNE of Amiens. 
 
In mid-December 15th HLI moved forward to Martinsart, from where its companies were attached to 
battalions of 153rd Brigade of the Highland Division for instruction in the trenches nearby.  On the 18th 15th 
HLI took over the G3 sector of the line from 1/5th Gordon Highlanders.  The first HLI casualties were to a 
German trench mortar bomb that blew in a dug-out, killing a D Company soldier and wounding an officer 
and another soldier, while the 3-day tour relief was in progress.  Christmas was spent in billets in Aveluy, 
which was bombarded by German artillery fire from 3.25 to 4.45pm but with little damage and no casualties. 
 
15th HLI returned to the line and took over F2 sector from 16th HLI on 27th December.  The trenches were in 
a poor state and enfiladed in places by the German line.  Casualties from snipers and active artillery fire took 
15th HLI’s total for the month to 2 other ranks killed, with 2 officers and 20 other ranks wounded or sick. 
 
15th HLI reached billets in Bouzincourt in time to take in the New Year and enjoy a day’s holiday.  Changes 
then to strengthen the New Army divisions included the arrival of a Regular Army Brigade, the 14th, to 
which 15th HLI transferred on 3rd January 1916.  The next few months saw increasing efforts to prepare and 
harden 32nd Division to take part in the “Big Push” – the Battle of the Somme, a major Allied offensive. 
  
David Munro did not live to take part in the Battle of the Somme.  He was one of two HLI soldiers killed on 
17th March, when 15th HLI was holding F1 sector.  The unit War Diary does not record whether he was the 
soldier killed that day by a sniper, or was the other killed by machine gun fire while on duty in a sap-head 
(advanced post).  David was buried in Grave D.20 in the British Army extension to the French Communal 
Cemetery in the Somme department village of Aveluy.  He is also remembered among the 18 Great War 
names on the Rousay War Memorial, on the island where he was born.  
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