S/12615  Private James Alexander Learmonth
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James Learmonth served in the 7th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders, in 26th Brigade of 9th (Scottish) Division.  He was born on 1st February 1897, at Hermisgarth, in Burness parish, on Sanday.  His parents were John Learmonth, a farm servant, and Mary Sinclair Learmonth (née Alexander).  The family moved to a nearby island, Rousay in 1906, but soon after to Kirkwall, where James completed his schooling.  John Learmonth started a small haulage business in the town, which prospered during the Great War delivering supplies to service units, also dairy products to civilians. 

James was one of at least fourteen Orcadians who died as the result of a failed attempt by 7th Seaforths to capture the Butte de Warlencourt on Thursday, 12th October 1916.  James acted as a Battalion messenger, but was in the trenches when was killed in action on the eve of the attack on the Butte.  His body was not found and identified after the attack, so he is one of the seven Orcadians from his Battalion who died there and are now commemorated on Panel 15C of the Thiepval Memorial to the Somme missing.  James Learmonth was only 19 years old, when he died at the Butte de Warlencourt.

