
81998 Private James Scott 
 
James Scott was born at Roadside in Cross Parish, Sanday on 11th 
January 1897, the third son of farmer James Scott and Margaret Scott 
(née Stove).  Margaret had moved to Sanday to work as a domestic 
servant for the Cross and Burness Minster, so she was probably 
pleased when the family took over Heatherhouse Farm in St Andrews 
and she lived closer to her family in Deerness. 
 
Like most Orkney farm sons, Jim, as he was known, helped his father 
and brothers with farm work as he grew into his teens.  Jim was one 
of ten children and left school aged 14 when the family moved to 
Heatherhouse.  Jim enjoyed working with horses.  When the Great 
War started he was aged 17, living and working as a ploughman on 
the farm of Whitecleat, just over two miles from Heatherhouse and 
on the other side of the Loch of Tankerness. 
 

Jim was given a notice to encourage him to join up during late 1915 by the Regimental Sergeant Major of 
the Orkney Territorial Gunners, Thomas Bond.  Jim enlisted in Kirkwall on 8th December under the Derby 
Group Scheme.  He stated that his preference was to serve in the Royal Field Artillery, where he could 
expect to work with horses.  However, when Jim was called up for service in June 1916, he travelled to Fort 
George and was appointed to join the Royal Scots, with the service number 34060. 
 
Jim travelled to Edinburgh to report to the Royal Scots Depot at Glencorse on 17th June.  Having completed 
his enrolment, Jim left Glencorse with other recruits on the 21st to join 14th Royal Scots, a 2nd Reserve 
Battalion training unit based at Weymouth in Dorset.  Jim returned to Glencorse on 1st September to 
complete his infantry training.  Jim must have demonstrated he had good mechanical aptitude, as he was 
selected to join the Machine Gun Corps.  Jim travelled on 5th December to the regiment’s base at Grantham 
in Lincolnshire, for a couple more months of specialist training as one of the small team handling a Vickers 
machine gun and he took on a new Machine Gun Corps service number, 81998. 
 
Jim crossed on 2nd March 1917 to France, arriving next day at the Machine Gun Corps Base Reinforcement 
Depot at Camiers, near Boulogne.  After a short spell of intensive training there, Jim was posted on 21st 
March to join 177th Machine Gun Company (Infantry).  It had also only just arrived in France, deploying 
there as part of 59th Infantry Division.  59th was the 2nd Line (wartime raised) North Midland Division.   
 
Although it had not yet been in action on the Western Front when Jim joined, 59th Division was the only 
British Army division to take part in significant fighting in the British Isles during the Great War.  Most of 
59th Division had crossed to Ireland to take part in difficult street fighting in Dublin to put down the 1916 
Easter Rising there.  59th Division took part in operations against German outposts of the new Hindenburg 
Line in April 1917, clearing the village of Villeret, near St. Quentin, but failing to complete the capture of a 
quarry near Hargicourt. 
 
59th Division moved north to Flanders in the late summer, to join the Third Battle of Ypres, now known as 
Passchendaele.  On 26th September 59th Division took part in one of the “bite and hold” stepped offensives 
that were successful thanks to good preparation, but also because there was a lull during September in the 
wet weather that had spoiled the earlier attacks and did so even more during wet October and November.  
Strong German concrete strong-points and organised counter-attacks also took a heavy toll in the attacks.   
 
Jim Scott’s parents received a letter from 2nd Lieutenant Craig Carlisle, who wrote that Jim “got forward 
safely, but during a counter attack his pals in the gun team were knocked out.  Jim helped to carry the 
wounded back and then returned to fire the gun himself.  Afterwards, when going to get assistance he was hit 
by a shell and killed instantaneously”.   
 
Jim Scott has no known grave in Flanders.  His name is one of the nearly 35,000 British and New Zealand 
soldiers remembered on the Memorial Wall along the back of Tyne Cot Cemetery, five miles from Ypres 
and close to Passchendaele village.  Jim Scott is also remembered in Orkney on two of its war memorials: in 
Sanday where he was born and spent his childhood and in St Andrews where he spent his short working life 
before joining the Army.  He has not been forgotten by his family, who kept his letters home that asked after 
his many siblings, but also about the farm’s horse, showing both its important role and Jim’s fondness for it.  


