
2135 Private Peter Fotheringhame 
 

Peter was born at Whitehall, Lady Parish, Sanday on 20th March 
1883, the second son of farm servant George Fotheringhame 
and Betsy Fotheringhame (née Angus).  Their ten children all 
attended Sellibister Public School.  When the 1901 Census was 
taken, his parents had bought Templehall Farm in Lady, but 
Peter, an agricultural labourer, and his younger brother William, 
a scholar, were staying in Sellibister Schoolhouse.  The oldest 
brother, John, was a teacher at the school and their elder sister, 
Mary Ann, was the housekeeper.  When the 1911 Census was 
taken Peter had left Sanday, but William was working as a 
ploughman at Hillhead Farm in Lady Parish.  He must have left 
Sanday soon after, because Peter and William sailed together 
from London on the steamship Armdale on 26th May 1911, 
bound for Fremantle in Western Australia. 
 
Peter had been working as a platelayer on the railway, when he 
enlisted into the Australian Imperial Force and passed a medical 
as fit for active service in Albany, Western Australia on 9th April 
1915.  Despite reporting that he had served three years in the 
Orkney Volunteer Royal Garrison Artillery, Peter was enrolled 

into the infantry and reported to the depot of 11th Battalion AIF at Blackboy Hill on 3rd May.  Peter 
embarked in Fremantle on the transport Geelong on 6th June with the 6th Reinforcements for 11th 
Battalion, which served in 3rd Brigade of 1st Australian Division.  After a few days in Egypt, Peter 
embarked on the transport Berrima in Alexandria on 31st July, sailing next day for Gallipoli. 
 
11th Battalion was the first ashore at Anzac Cove on 25th April and it had been involved in three 
months of desperate fighting since to hold the beach-head against determined Turkish attacks.  Peter 
was among the new arrivals, 2 officers and 138 other ranks in 6th Reinforcements and 2 officers and 
128 other ranks in 7th Reinforcements, that landed at Anzac Cove on 4th August in order to take 11th 
Battalion up to a reasonable strength to support more landings at nearby Suvla Bay on the 6th and a 
major offensive to break-out of Anzac, taking the Sari Bair heights and advancing to the Dardanelles. 
 
11th Battalion’s intended role on the 6th was to cover with rifle fire the attack of 1st Brigade on Lone 
Pine.  However, Leane’s Trench, recently captured by 11th Battalion and held by equal numbers of 
experienced soldiers and reinforcements, was subjected to an hour of heavy artillery bombardment in 
the evening of the 5th and then attacked by a strong Turkish force at 4.30am on the 6th.  The Turks 
had crept up close to the parapets and followed a shower of bombs with a fierce onslaught that 
captured a significant section of the trench.  Three desperate counter-attacks by men mostly 
reinforcements, with assistance of engineers, eventually retook the lost trench and rebuilt its parapets.  
The six hours of fighting cost 11th Battalion 41 casualties killed, 93 wounded and 19 missing.  On 
the 13th the 12th Battalion relieved 11th Battalion in the front line. It moved into reserve, but returned 
to take over part of the front line on the 18th, when 3rd Brigade’s trenches were reorganised. 
 
It is most likely, but not certain, that Peter Fotheringhame was involved in the fierce fighting to hold 
and retake Leane’s Trench, only two days after he landed at Anzac.  The stress of that introduction to 
combat, combined with stifling August heat on the peninsula, lead to a breakdown in Peter’s health.  
He was admitted to 2nd Field Ambulance on 28th August, having collapsed in a fit.  His condition 
was serious enough to require transport from Lemnos on the hospital ship Gascon to Alexandria.  
When admitted to 1st Australian General Hospital at Heliopolis on 2nd September, Peter had 
developed pneumonia.  He was discharged to the Anzac Convalescent Depot at Helouan on the 18th 
and discharged to duty in No. 1 Training Battalion at Zeitoun on the 30th.  When Peter rejoined 11th 
Battalion on 19th November, it had reached Sarpi on Lemnos the day before, to rebuild its health. 



The weather on Lemnos for the rest of November was cold and windy, contributing to a sick parade 
of 54 men (from low battalion strength) on the 30th.  On 12th December 11th Battalion was joined by 
8th Reinforcements, but service, including mining work, at Anzac had reduced its other ranks 
strength from 155 to 73.  A case of diphtheria in the Battalion at the end of November was followed 
by one of meningitis on 10th December, but prompt quarantine measures prevented either spreading.  
11th Battalion left Sarpi at the beginning of January, to return to Egypt and a camp at Tel-el-Kebir.   
 
Peter disembarked from the transport Lake Michigan at Alexandria on 6th January.  Next day 11th 
Battalion absorbed 367 men from 9th, 10th and 11th Reinforcements.  When training started on the 
10th, leave also started for some personnel to visit Cairo and Alexandria.  All leave was stopped when 
11th Battalion entrained on the 24th for a camp at Serapeum.  A week later 11th Battalion took up 
defensive positions at Gebel Habieta, about 12 miles east of the Suez Canal.  Work continued to build 
up the defences there during February, but on the last day 10 officers and 481 other ranks left 11th 
Battalion, to become the nucleus of the new 51st Battalion.  A 485-strong draft from No. 3 Training 
Battalion joined on 2nd March to take 11th Battalion back to a reasonable strength.  At the end of the 
month 11th Battalion embarked at Alexandria, with Peter boarding the transport Corsican on the 29th.   
 
Corsican reached Marseilles at 9am on 5th April and Peter disembarked to entrain with most of 11th 
Battalion to start north that evening to join the British Expeditionary Force.  Their route was through 
the busy rear area of Fourth Army building up its strength for the Battle of the Somme, so it was not 
until 6am on the 8th that 11th Battalion detrained and marched to billets in the village of Flêtre, close 
to the Belgian border in northern France between Hazebrouck and Bailleul.  11th Battalion spent two 
weeks training there, with emphasis on new weapons (including Mills grenades and Lewis guns) and 
tactics in use on the Western Front.  On the 20th the Battalion moved to Sailly-sur-la-Lys, where 
training continued for another month, but with a break on 25th April to celebrate Anzac Day. 
 
1st and 2nd Australian Divisions as I Anzac Corps had joined Second Army, holding the line from 
north of Ypres to about 10 miles west of Lille.  The area saw much hard fighting in late 1914 and 
spring 1915, but May 1916 was a “quiet time” when I Anzac Corps took over the line SE of 
Armentières.  11th Battalion took over 3rd Brigade’s left sector front at Petillon late on the 20th.  
 
11th Battalion’s first week in trenches on the Western Front saw a steady stream of casualties to the 
“daily hate” of German shell-fire.  Two other ranks were wounded by it on the 21st, another next day.  
11th Battalion lost Private George Drummond, born Sevenoaks, Kent, killed near the German wire 
while out on patrol on the 23rd.  Next day shell-fire wounded four other ranks and killed Private 
Sydney Robertson of Swansea.  Two more other ranks were wounded by shells on the 25th. 
 
Shell-fire on 11th Battalion’s trenches on 26th May was the heaviest 
yet, wounding 9 other ranks and killing Peter Fotheringhame outright.  
Peter sadly joined Privates Drummond and Robertson in graves in 
Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery in Fleurbaix.  11th Battalion lost 103 
casualties (36 killed) repulsing a German raid on its line on the 30th.  
Peter’s parents were informed of his death, probably also of the raid 
that followed as The Orcadian reported he was killed on 30th May.   
 
Peter’s younger brother William was already an Army gunner when 
he enlisted in the AIF on 5th June 1915.  William survived serving in 
Australian 2nd Siege Battery from June 1916 on the Western Front.  
His older brother Andrew was wounded on 24th June 1918 after two 
months serving there as an officer in 2nd Royal Scots.  The youngest 
of the seven Fotheringhame sons, David Charles, served as a gunner 
in India and Afghanistan at the end of the war.  Peter Fotheringhame 
is remembered on Sanday War Memorial in Lady village; his life was 
the sad price a family of seven sons paid for service in the Great War. 
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