S/10915  Private William Moar Sinclair
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William Sinclair served in the 7th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders, in 26th Brigade of 9th (Scottish) Division.  William was born on 21st March 1887, at North Myre Farm in Cross and Burness parish, Sanday.  His parents were James Sinclair, an agricultural labourer, and Margaret Sinclair (née Moar).  William had two elder and two younger brothers and two sisters.

William was one of at least fourteen Orcadians who died as the result of a failed attempt by 7th Seaforths to capture the Butte de Warlencourt on Thursday, 12th October 1916.  William’s body was not found and identified, so he is one of the seven Orcadians from his Battalion who died during the attack and are now commemorated on Panel 15C of the Thiepval Memorial to the Somme missing.  William Sinclair was 29 years old, when he died at the Butte de Warlencourt.
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sent home a small postcard decorated with flowers and the message “To my Dear Sister”, to his elder, married, sister Wilhelmina Walls.  The following “news” was written in pencil on the back of the card:

Dear Minnie

Just a PC to let you know I am well, hope you are all the same.  Did you get my letter, for never have got one yet?  Surely they have gone a missing, for it is near four weeks since I came here.  Been two days in the trenches – it is no fun I can tell you, shells and whiss bangs and everything flying about and what a mud!  It was navvies and no soldiers and the dug out’s just like a rabbit hole.  This is all at this time.  Hope to hear from you soon.   Billie.  

