
446 Lance Sergeant George Rosie 
 

George was born in Pilrig, Edinburgh on 1st June 1891.  Both 
his parents were born Orcadians; father George was a native of 
South Ronaldsay who became an egg merchant in Leith, mother 
Esther was born in Kirkwall.  George’s father died from an 
abdominal tumour when he was only a year old.  His maternal 
grandparents, stone mason John Lennie and his wife Jane, 
moved to Edinburgh to help bring up their daughter’s only 
child, while George’s mother found work as a dressmaker.  
When he left school George completed a trade as a compositor, 
but also joined the Territorials at the age of 17.  He had served 
for six years in the 7th (Leith) Battalion, The Royal Scots when 
Great Britain declared war on Germany in August 1914. 
 

After serving the winter on coast defence duties, 1/4th and 1/7th Royal Scots prepared for 
service abroad after they replaced two battalions of the Scottish Rifles (sent to France) in the 
Lowland Division in March 1915.  Like most of his battalion, George readily undertook to 
serve overseas and expected to be sent to the Western Front, but enough failed to volunteer 
to require making up “B” Company of volunteers from 8th Highland Light Infantry. 
 
In the middle of May some new equipment was issued and other withdrawn, after Kitchener 
decided to send the Lowland Division (numbered 52nd on 11th May) to Gallipoli.   1/7th 
Royal Scots left Larbert in two trains on 22nd May for Liverpool.  George was fortunate not 
to be on the train that was involved in the Gretna railway disaster, which cost the battalion 
214 killed and 224 seriously injured.  These included the entire signal section, so George 
and other volunteers under Captain Wightman trained as signallers on board Empress of 
Britain while it sailed to Malta, then Alexandria and Mudros.  George landed at W Beach on 
12th June with his half-strength battalion, which moved into the front line a week later. 
 
On 28th June 87th Brigade of 29th Division attacked five Turkish trench lines between Gully 
Ravine and the sea, while 156th Brigade of 52nd Division attacked the H11 and H12 trench 
lines just inland of Gully Ravine.  Almost all the available artillery was allotted to support 
the attack on Gully Spur, so the Scots suffered more from Turkish artillery fire on their own 
crowded trenches than benefited from the British preliminary artillery bombardment. 
 
At 11 am 1/7th and 1/4th Royal Scots charged the Turkish H trench lines on Fir Tree Spur.  
Despite taking terrible losses the Turks were killed or driven out by the Royal Scots, but the 
attack of 1/8th Scottish Rifles on the right 
failed disastrously.  1/7th Royal Scots’ 
signal section tried to run out a telephone 
line from captured trench H12 to Battalion 
H.Q. under heavy Turkish fire.  Captain 
Wightman was wounded three times, 
Sergeant George Rosie was killed and the 
other four signallers joined 1/7th Royal 
Scots’ total of 239 casualties that day. 
 
George Rosie is now remembered, with 
many of his fellow Royal Scots, on Panel 
26 of the Helles Memorial. 
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