Petty Officer John AnnalPRIVATE 
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Above: The boom defence vessel H.M.S. Barlow, note rounded and unobstrucr.ed stern for working
kedge anchors and boom wires. [LW.M.



John Annal was born on 26th March 1917 on the South Ronaldsay farm of Serrigair, the elder brother of four children.  Their parents were John Annal and Maggie Jean Annal (née Louttit).
John left his job as a farm labourer at Burwick in July 1938, aged 21, to work on assembling boom gear ashore at Lyness. He joined the drifter HMD Brine just before the war, to work in the engine room as a civilian fireman.  When the war started John volunteered to sign up to join the Royal Navy and stay on the Brine, taking stores to the ships working at and maintaining the booms.  John experienced most of the heavy air raids on Scapa Flow early in the war, but often didn't see them as he was working down in the engine room. He did watch a British plane flying through the Scapa Barrage one day, surviving the experience despite shells exploding all around until it was recognised as "friendly"!

In 1941 John was promoted to Petty Officer.  He left Orkney just before Christmas 1942 to travel via King's Wear to Dartmouth and join the new boom ship HMS Barfoil, which displaced 730 tons and had a crew of 35.  After working up at Plymouth, Barfoil sailed to Glasgow early in 1943 to join a convoy to the Mediterranean.  Barfoil acted as a rescue ship in convoys to Malta.  In July HMS Barfoil took part in the Sicily landings, where John went ashore soon after to see the battlefield wreckage (including German Tiger tanks destroyed by naval gunfire).
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At the end of the year HMS Barfoil sailed through the Suez Canal to Bombay, where spent 4-5 weeks in dock in early 1944. Barfoil was then based at Trincomalee in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka). John remained in the Far East until the summer of 1945, when he returned to Britain via the Suez Canal in the liner Empress of Scotland (originally Empress of Japan, but for obvious reasons renamed in early 1942!).  John landed at Liverpool and was at Rosyth when the A-bomb was dropped on Hiroshima on 6th August.

John returned to Orkney and joined the boom ship HMS Barilla in Scapa Flow.  After a couple of weeks, John's naval career ended where it had begun, when he was demobbed at Lyness. 
While John was at war his father’s health had failed, so on his return John took over farming Serrigair.  While in hospital in Aberdeen in 1949 John met an SRN nurse, Betty Jardine, whom he married in 1951.  They had five children, four girls and a boy.  John was for 33 years an elder in the Church of Scotland in South Ronaldsay.  John and Betty, with the help of a growing family, farmed Serrigair together for many years until they retired; both died there (within months of each other) in 2003.
