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Private John Robert Marwick served in the 2nd Otago Battalion, 2nd Brigade, New Zealand Division.  His parents were John and Mary Marwick (née Mitchell).  Before emigrating to New Zealand, his home was at Serrigair, South Ronaldsay, Orkney, Scotland and he was a farm worker in Longhope.  At the time of his death Jack, as called by his family, was aged 27 years.

John left home in 1912 bound for Australia.  He spent some time in the goldfields, but found conditions there a bit rough.  New Zealand seemed a better prospect, but the war started shortly before he arrived there.  New Zealand was his new home, but the old country was in need of every man she could get to man the trenches of France and Flanders.  

John Marwick joined the New Zealand Expeditionary Force on 15th January 1917.  He left Wellington for England as part of 25th Reinforcements on 26th April.  John spent a couple of months at Camp Sling, on Salisbury Plain, before he crossed to France.  John was hospitalised at St. Omer with measles while completing his training, but he recovered and on 8th December 1917 joined 2nd Battalion, Otago Regiment in 2nd Brigade.

John served through the heavy fighting in France during the spring and summer of 1918 and remained unscathed.  On 28th September he left for the UK on leave, made the long journey to spend a short time with his family in Orkney, rejoined his unit on 8th October. 

On 5th November 1918 2nd New Zealand Brigade relieved the 1st New Zealand Brigade.  Little opposition was encountered in its advance through the Mormal Forest, but the state of the forest tracks and machine guns hidden in some of the many shell craters held up the advancing infantry.  Private Marwick lost his life during the last action fought by his Division during the last week of the war.  

His brother, David, received the following letter from the Battalion Chaplain:

“I am sending you this note to give you the sad news of the death of your brother, 46753 Pte John Marwick of this Battalion.  It was during our advance through the famous Mormal Forest.  The enemy had been driven back some miles but at a place in the forest where six roads meet, at a forester’s house, he made a determined stand.  It was during the fighting there that your brother was hit by a bullet and instantly killed.  He would not have suffered any pain.  His body was carried out and I buried it with eight others where the six roads meet.  The place has been marked and registered.  We are putting up a permanent cross on Monday.  Will you please accept our sympathy in this the day of your loss.  We know that it is in the quiet of the homes that the true price of war is being paid.  No one outside the home can ever fully understand what it means when the circle is broken, and the call comes to one whom you have loved to pass through the thin film, which we call death, into the larger life.  May God who gave His Son in a great cause bless and strengthen you and yours in the giving of your loved one.” 

Private John Robert Marwick now lies in Grave 9, Row A, Plot 2 of Cross Roads Cemetery, 1½ kilometres west of Fontaine-a-Bois village, France.

