
S/6531 Private Robert Gunn 
 

Robert Gunn served with 8th Battalion Seaforth Highlanders, 44th 
Brigade, 15th Division.  His home was at Herston and his parents 
were James and Christine Gunn (née Mowatt).  He was born on 15th 
December 1892.  Before enlisting in the army as a volunteer soldier 
in St Margaret's Hope, he worked at Midtown, Herston.  
 
Robert was with the 8th Battalion at Hulluch near Loos and was the 
second local man to fall in the fighting in that area. He had been in 
France for a year and had been home on leave at the New Year.  The 
8th Seaforths were back in the Front Line on the 24th April 1916 
when the 15th Division relieved the 12th Division in the Quarries 
and Hohenzollern sectors near Loos. They faced the 3rd Bavarian 
Division across No Man’s Land.  Between 5 and 6 on the morning of 
the 27th April the Germans released gas and exploded two mines 
under the British trenches and again on the 1st and 5th May another 
two mines were exploded.  Private Robert Gunn lost his life on the 
3rd May 1916. 
 
Letters from Officers of his Regiment to his parents were published 
in The Orcadian at the time of his death.  The Captain of Private 
Gunn’s company wrote to his mother:  

 
"I was greatly grieved when your son was killed by a trench mortar on the night of 3rd May 1916.  It was 
during a small bombing attack made by my company. 
 
Your son was doing excellent work, he was indeed one of the best bombers in my company and was selected 
for a difficult piece of work.  He was an excellent fighter and you have much to be proud of. 
 
May you be consoled in your loss in that he died fighting, killed suddenly in the heat of battle.  Please 
accept my sincere sympathy." 
 
Second Lt. Duncan also wrote: 
 
"I must also write you and offer my deepest sympathy to you in your affliction.  The sorrow of a mother's 
heart is too profound for an understanding, but it may lighten the weight of the sorrow to know that your 
son died fighting. 
 
He was in the bombing section of my platoon and always showed a steadiness and devotion to duty which 
did not pass unappreciated.  He lies near the spot where he fell fighting, his grave marked with a simple 
wooden cross which marks a warrior's grave.  His comrades join with me in sending you our deepest 
sympathy.  They miss him from the section as do I." 
 
The Chaplain also wrote a very kind letter. 
 
Private Robert Gunn is commemorated Panel 113 on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. 
Loos Memorial is part of Dud Corner Cemetery, which is located about one kilometre west of 
Loos-en-Gohelle village. 
 
The above biography of Robert Gunn and his photo are 
extracted from the book on the war dead of South Ronaldsay, 
“For Freedom & Honour” by G.L. Esson, with George’s kind 
permission.  The photo of Robert’s name on the Loos Memorial 
was taken by Brian Budge, who visited Dud Corner Cemetery 
with his father in September 2006. 


