
 

S13328 Private William Dass 
 
S13328 Private William Dass was one of 
three South Ronaldsay men who died while 
serving with the 1st Battalion Seaforth 
Highlanders, 19th Indian Brigade, 7th 
Meerut Division. The 19th Indian Brigade 
was comprised of the 1st Seaforths, 28th 
Punjabis, 92nd Punjabis and the 125th 
Napier’s Rifles from its arrival in 
Mesopotamia in January 1916 until the end 
of the war. An Indian Brigade usually 
consisted of one British and three Indian 
Battalions with British Officers. 
 
William’s home was at Brain, East Side, 

and his parents were William and Euphemia Dass (née Petrie). He 
worked at home and went inshore fishing. He was born on 13th 
September 1896.  
 
The 1st Battalion Seaforth Highlanders arrived in Mesopotamia (now 
called Iraq) in January 1916 after spending a year in France. 
Mesopotamia was vital to Britain, being the source of much of the oil 
needed for the war effort. The British Government had a controlling 
interest in the Anglo Persian Oil Company which produced it. 
 
During the early part of 1916 the 1st Battalion Seaforths suffered 
heavy casualties during the attacks on the Turks at Sheikh Saad on 7th 
January, at Wadi on 13th January and again at Umm-el-Hannah on 
21st and 22nd January. 
  
On the 22nd February 1917 the 1st Battalion took part in an attack on 
the Turkish position at Sannaiyat, capturing three lines of enemy 
trenches. It was in this action that Private William Dass lost his life. 
He was one of two local soldiers who went to Mesopotamia with the 
1st Seaforths and did not return. In the action at Sannaiyat they had 
been supported by 36 machine guns, 70 guns firing in enfilade, 
several Field Batteries and a large number of 2 inch and Stokes 
mortars. The final attack was, of course, up to the infantry and that 
must have been when Private Dass fell. 



 

 
The following item appeared in “Our Roll of Honour” of The 
Orcadian at the time of his death. 
 
The sad news of the death of Private William Dass, Seaforth 
Highlander, was received by his parents last week. The War Secretary 
says that he was killed in action on the 22nd February at the Persian 
Gulf. Private Dass had been in Mesopotamia for a few months only, 
and had been sending home very cheery letters and had enjoyed his 
New Year’s Day with others. All the time his health was good and he 
loved the beautiful country. No further word has been received about 
his death but he died nobly on the battlefield and made the supreme 
sacrifice. It may be mentioned Private Dass was only 20 years and 5 
months old, and at home was a well-behaved and much respected 
young man. 
 
William Dass is commemorated on the Seaforth Highlander panels 
(37 and 64) of the Basra memorial. 
 


