
11856 Corporal William Petrie 
 

Corporal William Petrie served with the 1st Battalion Scots Guards, 
2nd Guards Brigade, Guards Division.  His home was at Lynegar, 
Hoxa and his parents were Alexander and Catherine Petrie (née Rosie). 
 
Before joining the army William was a county labourer in West 
Lothian.  He was a volunteer soldier, joining the Scots Guards on 31st 
October 1914 in Edinburgh.  He started his training at Caterham on 3rd 
November.  He arrived in France on 4th May 1915 and was listed 
'missing' and then 'killed in action' on 30th March 1916. 
 
At the time of William’s death, 1st Battalion, Scots Guards had moved 
to Ypres where it relieved the 2nd Battalion. They were in trenches 
with the 1st Coldstream Guards on their right and the 1st Guards 
Brigade on their left.  30th March was a bad day in the trenches for the 
1st Scots Guards.  A German bombardment was concentrated on their 
area from 1.30pm to 7pm.  Casualties for the day in the Battalion were 

24 killed, 47 wounded, 8 missing and 20 men admitted to field ambulance suffering from shock. 
All of these casualties were caused by artillery, as there was no action by infantry on that day.  No 
doubt it was during this bombardment that Corporal Petrie fell. 
 
His parents received the following letter from the Sergeant Major of his Company in France.  It 
was published in the Orcadian (dated 20th May 1916) at the time of his death. 
 
"France 13.4.1916 
 
Dear Mr & Mrs Petrie 
 
I am writing to offer you on behalf of myself and the whole company our sincerest and deepest 
sympathy in the death of your son, Corporal Petrie. It may be of some little condolence to you all 
perhaps to know the circumstances of his death. He was, as you perhaps know, the N.C.O. in 
charge of our Lewis Gun. On the day he met his death we had suffered a very heavy bombardment, 
and on being relieved in the evening the Germans let us have it again. Your son was taking his gun 
out and was I know persuaded by several to leave it and get away himself, but his sense of duty 
would not allow him to abandon his gun and he was eventually killed by shell fire with his gun by 
his side. He died a hero's death in every sense of the word. He was greatly respected by the whole 
company and personally I had the highest opinion of him in every way. 
 
He always did his duty thoroughly in every respect and nothing was too 
much trouble for him to undertake.  Under the most adverse weather 
conditions in the trenches he always had a smile and a cheery word and 
as he lived amongst us all, so he died, doing his duty thoroughly till the 
very end.” 
 
William Petrie now lies in Grave 11, Row C, Potijze Burial Ground, 
Belgium, which lies North East of the town of Ypres. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The above biography of William Petrie and his photo are extracted from the book on the war dead 
of South Ronaldsay, “For Freedom & Honour” by G.L. Esson, with George’s permission.  The 
photo of William’s grave was taken by John Sutherland, who lives in Ieper (Ypres) with his wife 
Marianne and represents Royal British Legion, Scotland there. 


