9898  Private James William Harvey
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James was born in Stromness on 17th November 1885, the only child of James Harvey, a farm servant, and Mary Harvey (née Budge).  James was named after his father, who died in Edinburgh Royal Infirmary of septicaemia less than two months before he was born.  Mary and James lived in Dundas Street, Stromness, where Mary provided for them by working as a dressmaker.
On 14th February 1895 Mary married again, to a fisherman, George Gray.  James started work as an apprentice joiner, but in 1909 he joined the Royal Scots Fusiliers in Edinburgh.  After completing his initial training, James travelled out to join 1st Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers, just arrived in South Africa after finishing a tour in India.  The Battalion served four years in South Africa, but had returned to the UK before war broke out.

James crossed to land at Le Havre on 14th August 1914 with 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers, part of 9th Brigade of 3rd Division.  The Battalion lost 154 casualties at Mons on 23rd August, then joined the difficult retreat to the Marne.  When the Germans were stopped there, James joined the subsequent advance to the River Aisne, where the Battalion lost 168 casualties at Rouge Maison on 14th September.  More casualties and actions followed: 128 at Herlies in October, then 302 at Hooge, near Ypres on 11th–13th November, but James was lucky to be only slightly wounded three times.

James was more severely wounded by shrapnel in 1915 (probably in May at Bellewaarde, where 1st Royal Scots Fusiliers lost 400 casualties during the Second Battle of Ypres) and spent some time in hospital.  When he was discharged from hospital, James came home to Orkney in December for an all too short leave.

James may have joined 2nd Battalion, Royal Scots Fusiliers, then serving in 90th Brigade of 30th Division, when he returned to France at the start of 1916.  However, he could have been transferred from 1st Battalion to join the 2nd, soon after the latter was cut off and overwhelmed in the village of Guillemont on 29th July.  2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers lost 650 casualties, mostly dead or taken prisoner, out of an attacking force of 750 that day, so had to be rebuilt with drafts that probably included some experienced men transferred from the Regiment’s 1st Battalion.
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2nd Royal Scots Fusiliers reformed in the quiet Béthune area, but returned to the Battle of the Somme in early October.  On the 12th the Battalion advanced 150 yards to attack Bayonet Trench, near Flers, but met heavy German machine gun fire and was forced to withdraw.  James Harvey was one of 2nd Battalion’s 270 casualties, when was wounded again.  His luck had then run out and he died of his wounds before the end of the day.  James was probably buried in one of the many small cemeteries scattered throughout the Somme battlefield, then reburied after the war in one of the large concentration cemeteries.  His body now lies in Grave VII. H. 16 in Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval, where he is one of only 1,773 identified burials in that cemetery’s total of 5,569 graves.
