
14528 Private James William Linklater 
 

Jim was born in Clook Farm on the west side of Stromness on 3rd 
March 1894, the only son in the five children of James Linklater, a 
farmer, and Robina Linklater (née Clouston).  Father James also 
worked as a stonemason and the family moved to Brinkie’s Cottage in 
Stromness.  Jim served in the Boys’ Brigade Company there and when 
he left school started an apprenticeship at the J.B. Rosey draper shop.  
 
Jim left Orkney after completed his apprenticeship for Glasgow, where 
he worked for the large wholesale drapers Arthur & Coy Ltd.  The city 
of Glasgow in September 1914 raised for Kitchener’s New Army three 
volunteer battalions, which after a year organising and training moved 
to France together as 97th Brigade of 32nd Division.  Jim joined the 
battalion composed mainly of former members of the Boys’ Brigade, 
which became 16th Battalion, The Highland Light Infantry. 
 
On 23rd November 1915 Jim crossed with 16th HLI from Folkestone to 
land at Boulogne.  After a day in rest camp there, the Battalion 
entrained and travelled by short stages to reach on the 28th Pierregot, 
north-east of Amiens in the Somme Département.  After a couple of 
days there, 16th HLI moved up to billets in Senlis and Martinsart.  
From there, platoons were attached to 6th Seaforths and 8th Argylls of 
51st (Highland) Division in the front line north-east of Thiepval Wood.  
The first 16th HLI soldier was wounded on 9th December and the first 
was killed on the next day. 

 
On 13th December 16th HLI returned to billets in Pierregot, where spent nine days training with instruction and 
then practice in grenade throwing.   On the 23rd 16th HLI moved forward and relieved 6th Seaforths in the F2 
Sector at the north-east corner of Authuille Wood, with 17th HLI (Glasgow Commercials) on their right.  16th 
HLI lost only one soldier killed (accidently on the 24th) before moved back in support to Aveluy on the 27th, 
but the Battalion spent the New Year back in the F2 sector front line. 
 
When several New Army divisions on the Western Front, including 32nd Division, at the end of 1915 were 
strengthened by the transfer in of Regular Army battalions, 15th HLI (Glasgow Tramways) then moved to join 
14th Brigade.  32nd Division had spells of rest and training, but otherwise remained in the line near Thiepval 
for the next six months and prepared to join the “Big Push” which became the 1916 Battle of the Somme. 
 
17th and 16th HLI lead the attack on 32nd Division’s right on 1st July, on an 800 yard front facing Leipzig 
Redoubt, south of Thiepval.  97th Brigade’s commander, Brigadier-General J.B. Jardine, had observed 
Japanese trench warfare tactics during their war against Russia in Manchuria in 1905.  He ordered the 
attacking HLI to creep forward during the final ten minutes of the artillery bombardment to within thirty to 
forty yards from the German front line and to rush its trenches as soon as the barrage moved on at 7.30am. 
 
Jardine’s tactics worked on the right for 17th HLI and many of the Commercials were able to rush into the 
Leipzig Redoubt trenches before most of the Germans had emerged from their dug-outs and deep shelters.  
However, the barbed wire was uncut by the artillery barrage along most of the front of 16th HLI on the left, 
where the Germans had lookouts watching despite the bombardment.  Heavy German machine gun and small 
arms fire poured onto the Boys’ Brigade soldiers as they advanced and tried to push through the few gaps in 
the wire, while German bombers tossed grenades at the HLI who tried to cut and push their way through the 
uncut wire.  Only on the extreme right did a few small parties of 16th HLI manage to get through and join 17th 
HLI in the Leipzig Redoubt.  It was held that day, but the ground beyond taken was lost to counter-attack. 
 
16th HLI’s losses on 1st July totalled 19 officers and 492 other ranks, or half the total strength of the Battalion.  
James Linklater was one of the many killed in action in that day’s desperate fighting who have no known 
grave.  He is one of the 26 Orcadians who died in the Battle of the Somme and are now commemorated on the 
impressive Thiepval Memorial in the northern part of the 1916 battlefield.  Jim’s name is also remembered on 
the Stromness War Memorial, in the town where he was born.  In July 1917, when Jim’s death was finally 
officially presumed, his family received a gratuity of £9.3/8d from Army funds.  In November a letter of 
condolence arrived from Arthur & Co. Ltd., along with a cheque for £43.15/-.  The firm had set aside funds to 
pay to Jim on return to his warehouse job, but they were sent instead to his family with sympathy for their loss. 
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