Lieutenant Allen Kent Smith, RNVR(A)
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Allen Kent Smith was born on 22nd January 1915 at Hunday, Stronsay, son of Peter Smith and Betsy M. Smith (née Miller).  Allen, or “Kentie” as he was known, was educated at the South and Central Schools on Stronsay, then graduated as a Master of Arts at Edinburgh University. After spending a year at Edinburgh Provincial Training Centre to qualify as a teacher, he did not seek a teaching post, but travelled out to Malaya, where he worked in rubber production. When war broke out, Allen joined up out there.  
Allen Smith is shown in the Navy List for December 1941 as a Temporary Acting Lieutenant, RNVR with seniority 14.11.1940, appointed to HMS Daedalus, the RN Air Station, Lee-on-Solent  (probably for accounting purposes).  Lieutenant A K Smith RNVR made a forced landing on 17th June 1942, while flying a Sea Hurricane lb of the Fleet Air Arm Fighter School at Yeovilton, Somerset.

“Kentie” Smith joined the newly commissioned RN escort carrier, HMS Dasher, for its first major action, as pilot of one of the six Sea Hurricanes of either 804 Squadron (based at Hatston, Orkney) or 891 Squadron (based at HMS Daedalus) to provide fighter cover for the invasion of North Africa, Operation “TORCH”.  HMS Dasher sailed from the Clyde on 27th October, as part of Force LX, which included the cruisers Jamaica and Delhi and the fleet aircraft carrier, Argus.
Based in Gibraltar, HMS Dasher and the escort carrier HMS Biter provided Sea Hurricanes, while the fleet carrier HMS Furious provided Sea Spitfires, to cover the successful landing of American forces at Oran on 8th November 1942.  There was resistance from French Dewoitine D520 fighters, five of which were destroyed in the air fighting.  The Sea Hurricane of missing Sub Lieutenant Durward Greenhill of 891 Squadron, HMS Dasher was probably shot down that day, when a Hurricane of Dasher’s 804 Squadron also forced-landed on the beach at St. Leu, Algeria.
The North African landings having been a success, HMS Dasher returned to Gibraltar on 10th November and sailed for the UK as an escort to convoy MKF 1X on the 12th.  However, “Kentie” Smith did not sail on her, as he and three other Dasher pilots boarded the escort carrier HMS Avenger on passage home.   She sailed on the 14th for the Clyde, as an escort to convoy MKF 1Y. 
At 0305 hrs on the 15th, the convoy was turning to starboard to avoid a possible U-boat contact, about 45 miles south of Cape Santa Maria, Portugal.  U-155, commanded by Kapitänleutnant Adolf Piening, fired two torpedoes at about 2500 metres range, a third at 1500 metres.  U-155 then made a steep emergency dive to 50 metres, but the crew heard all three torpedoes detonate.
One torpedo damaged the transport USS Almaack, another sank the troopship Ettrick and killed 24 of her crew.  The third hit HMS Avenger amidships, exploding her bomb room and starting a series of secondary explosions.  She sank in under three minutes, with only 12 of her crew picked up by the destroyer HMS Glaisdale.   “Kentie” Smith and the other Dasher pilots were among the 68 officers lost in Avenger’s sinking on 15th November 1942, while no less than 446 ratings lost their lives.  One of these was Seaman James Sinclair, RNR of Kirkwall.
Allen “Kentie” Smith is commemorated on Bay 3, Panel 7 of the Lee-on-Solent Memorial, Hampshire, and on the Stronsay War Memorial in Orkney.  James Sinclair is commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial, Kent and on the Kirkwall War Memorial in Orkney. 
