
S/10977 Private David Miller Dearness 
 

David Dearness was born on 5th January 1883 at Hunton, Stronsay.  
His parents were farm servant David Dearness and domestic servant 
Peterina Miller.  David lived with his mother’s family in the 
Rothiesholm cottages and completed his schooling on Stronsay.  He 
left the island to work as a ploughman on Eday, living at Stenaquoy, 
then as a horse man at Mill House Farm in Orphir. 
 
David had returned to Stronsay, and was living at Kelsbir while 
working as a shop van man, when he was called up in March 1916.  
After training with 3rd Seaforths at Cromarty, David travelled out to 
France that summer and joined 8th Seaforths in 44th Brigade of 15th 
(Scottish) Division. 
 
15th Division had joined the Battle of the Somme when it relieved 
23rd Division east of Pozières during the night of 7th/8th August.  In 
the evening of 17th August B Company of 8th Seaforths reinforced 

7th Camerons fighting to capture the Switch Elbow.  It was taken but the Scots lost casualties to 
heavy German artillery fire on their lost positions. 
 
The support and reserve trenches during the Somme fighting were both within range of German 
artillery fire.  8th Seaforths lost 133 casualties to a severe German artillery bombardment of their 
trenches between noon 18th and noon 19th August, total of 210 casualties between 17th and 20th 
August while holding Gourlay Trench in the front line.  Casualties were also suffered in the 
working parties, up to 150 or 170 strong, sent up at night from support trenches in Scots Redoubt 
and reserve trenches in Peake Wood to help consolidate the front trench defences. 
 
8th Seaforths returned to the front line when they relieved 9th Black Watch in Gourlay Trench 
on 26th August, losing 3 killed and 17 wounded that day.  The Seaforths worked hard, while 
under intermittent heavy shell-fire, to dig in communications and build new strong points in the 
front line.  After relief by 8th/10th Gordons on the 28th the Seaforths returned to Scots Redoubt. 
 
8th Seaforths started September 1916 in reserve positions, enjoying rest and the chance of a bath, 
but still under occasional long-range German shell-fire.  When the Seaforths returned to Scots 
Redoubt on the 5th they sent up work parties to the front and German artillery fire increased.  
The Seaforths moved into the front line at the Quarry for a couple of days on the 7th, again in 
defensive posture. They returned to the support line and providing working parties until moving 
back into reserve positions on the 13th. 
 
When the third major British attack in the 1916 Battle of the Somme was launched on 15th 
September it included the first use of tanks.  15th Division had four tanks attached to assist its 
attack on the village of Martinpuich.  44th Brigade was in reserve that day and did not attack. 
 
However, German shell-fire on the 15th included increased long-range fire on the reserve 
positions.  A letter home from the Seaforths’ Chaplain to the family of David Dearness carried 
the sad news that David was one of the four Seaforths killed, while the other three were 
wounded, when about 9pm a German shell landed on the dug-out where they were all sheltering.  
David was killed after serving only a few weeks in a front line battalion, but all in the 1916 
Battle of the Somme when daily losses were high.  David became one of the 59 Orcadians killed 
in that battle and one of the 23 Orcadians commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, which 
today dominates most of the 1916 Somme battlefield from its northern high ground.  
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