
S/13377 Private John Miller 
 

John Miller was born in Slap, Rothiesholm, Stronsay on 22nd 
October 1894, the first son and child of fisherman Peter Miller and 
Rebecca Miller (née Miller).  John had been joined by two younger 
sisters before he left school to work as a farm servant at Airy. 
 
John was called up under the Military Service Act in February 1916 
and joined the Seaforth Highlanders at Fort George.  After several 
months of training, probably at Cromarty or Dunfermline, John 
joined a draft for a Regular Army Battalion, 2nd Seaforths, serving 
in 4th Division. 
 
4th Division was in reserve close behind 9th (Scottish) Division for 
the opening attack of the Battle of Arras, 1917 on 9th April.  The 
Scots attack from just north-east of the city went well, assisted by an 
effective artillery barrage.  4th Division passed through the Scots in 
the afternoon and by nightfall had advanced 3½ miles, the longest in 

a single day by any belligerent on the Western Front since trench warfare set in.  2nd Seaforths 
consolidated the captured German line that day, losing 1 dead and 6 wounded to artillery fire.   
 
2nd Seaforths continued consolidation of the captured German positions on 10th April, in bitter 
weather with frequent snow showers.  It combined with some confusion to minimise progress on 
the second day, when attempts to deploy cavalry through came too late to be effective.  On 11th 
April, the third day of the Battle of Arras, 2nd Seaforth Highlanders and 1st Royal Irish Fusiliers 
attacked the Chemical Works, a soap factory, north of the village of Roeux. 
 
Although good progress had been made by the British at Arras, and especially the Canadians on 
Vimy ridge, during the first couple of days few heavy guns had been dragged forward across the 
morass of shell holes in the captured ground.  The Germans had fortified the Chemical Works, 
which were then completely intact and undamaged by artillery fire.  The two battalions marched up 
a sunken road to make their attack, but it was completely open for fifty yards past the last house in 
Fampoux village and they came under long range artillery and machine gun fire. 
 
Both battalions pressed forward gallantly across an open slope, but the withering fire of about thirty 
German machine guns mowed them down.  2nd Seaforths lost 150 killed in the poorly planned and 
supported attack, including five Orcadians, while the wounded and few taken prisoner took the total 
casualties in the action to all 12 officers and 363 other ranks out of the 420 who took part in it.  
 
The bodies of Privates John Miller of Stronsay and James Harrold of 
Kirkwall were identified and they are buried in Brown’s Copse Cemetery, 
at Roeux.  The body of Private David Flaws of Rousay was also identified 
and he is buried nearby in Athies Communal Cemetery Extension, three 
miles east of Arras.  Privates Harry Ritch of Hoy and William Work of 
Kirkwall were reported missing and they have no known grave, so they are 
commemorated on the Arras Memorial in Faubourg D’Amiens Cemetery 
in the city centre.   
 
Private James Bews died of wounds as a prisoner of the Germans on 6th 
May and is now buried in Cabaret-Rouge Cemetery, near Souchez.  
Private William MacDonald of South Ronaldsay died of wounds he 
received on 11th April six weeks later in hospital at Etaples and he is 
buried in the large cemetery there.  William Norquoy of Flotta was 
seriously wounded, but he made it back Killingbeck Cemetery in Leeds, 
where lingered for many weeks before he eventually died on 28th October. 


