
 
 

 
 

1491 Private William Dall Brownlie 
 

William was born on 21st July 1895 in the United Presbyterian 
Manse, Stronsay, the second son of the Reverend Claude 
Brownlie and Louisa Brownlie (née Dall). William’s early 
schooling was on Stronsay, but in 1908 he followed his older 
brother Claude in travelling to Edinburgh to complete his 
secondary schooling at George Watson’s College. The brothers 
boarded together near George Square. 

 
Claude had studied medicine at Edinburgh University for two 
years when the Great War started. He applied successfully for a 
commission, as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Argylls. William had 
finished his schooling at George Watson’s College when he 
enlisted into the 6th Royal Scots, a Territorial Battalion. 

 
Soldiers serving in Territorial units of the British Army had no 
obligation to serve overseas, but were asked to sign an 
undertaking to do so. When most did, they formed a 1st Line 
unit for service abroad, while those who did not joined a 2nd 

Line home service unit. William volunteered to serve abroad with 1/6th Royal Scots. 
 
The first of the seven Territorial Battalions of the Royal Scots to leave for service abroad was the 
1/5th Battalion. It had been selected in March 1915 to join, as its only Territorial unit, British 
29th Division, the last of five formed during the winter from Regular Army units returning from 
distant overseas postings. 1/5th Royal Scots landed in 88th Brigade of 29th Division at Cape 
Helles on Gallipoli on 26th April, taking heavy losses there in actions on the 28th and on 7th May. 

William Brownlie was one of a large draft supplied by 1/6th Royal Scots to reinforce the depleted 
1/5th Battalion on Gallipoli. They landed in Egypt on 22nd May and joined 1/5th Royal Scots at 
Cape Helles on the 27th. The first Scottish Territorial battalion on the peninsula was joined by 
many more, when 52nd Lowland Division began to arrive there in early June. 

 
156th Brigade that landed at Helles in mid-June had two more Royal Scots battalions and two of 
Scottish Rifles. 1/4th Royal Scots were at full strength, but 1/7th Royal Scots had lost half their 
strength in the terrible Quintinshill railway disaster near Gretna on 22nd May. 

156th Brigade took over the line on the eastern side of Gully Ravine from 88th Brigade on 27th 

June, to join a major attack next day.  Shortage of both British guns and shells severely restricted 
the artillery support for the attack launched at 11am on the 28th.  The two Royal Scots battalions 
on the left took two lines of trenches, H11 and H12, but the attack of 1/8th Scottish Rifles on the 
right, and a second by the reserve 1/7th Scottish Rifles, were both repulsed with great loss of life. 

 
During the afternoon 1/5th Royal Scots and 1st Essex 
Regiment of 88th Brigade moved back into the line for 
another attempt to capture the Turkish H12 trenches on 
the right. Following a short artillery barrage, the Royal 
Scots and Essex advanced at 6.45pm, but the attack 
again failed. The 270 casualties lost that day by 1/5th 
Royal Scots included William Brownlie, who was 
killed in action, aged only 19. William’s body was 
recovered and identified. He is buried in Grave I.E.3 
in Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery on Gallipoli, also 
remembered in Orkney on the Stronsay War Memorial. 


