Private George Swanson
The Orkney Herald of Wednesday, ___ November 1915 reported under the headline  “ORCADIAN KILLED ON THE “25TH” – For some time after the 25th September anxiety was felt by the parents of Private George Swanson, 7th Seaforth Highlanders, owing to his regular home correspondence ceasing.  A month ago, his elder brother, Driver William Swanson, being in the vicinity where the Seaforths were quartered, went to pay George a visit.  Arrived at where the battalion lay, he failed to find his brother.  As no member of his company could give any intelligence of him, Driver Swanson obtained permission to see the officer commanding the company.  This officer informed him his brother had been killed on the 25th September.  He was positive Private Swanson had been killed on that date, but had refrained from writing the news home to his parents until he had some definite details.  Nothing further was to be learned, so Driver Swanson communicated the sad news to his people.  Later enquiries made to the Seaforth Headquarters in France by Swanson’s people elicite the information that he was “killed and is missing”.  A letter received last week from a Seaforth , who knew George, states that Swanson along with two others were last seen advancing on the 25th September, and were overcome with gas, but managed to crawl into the shelter of an empty trench.  They had just got safely into the trench when a German shell burst over that part in which they were sheltering and buried them all.  Private Swanson was 21 years of age.  Joining the 7th Seaforths in November of last year, he trained at various centres and was drafted to France in April.  It has been learned through his officer that he was slightly wounded at Armentieres although he never mentioned so in his letters home, which always exhorted “Don’t worry; I’m all right, and in great heart.”  His brother, Driver-Mechanic William J. Swanson (late the 9th Motor Transport Company Australian A.S.C.), 17th Divisional Supply Column, spent one day on leave in Orkney last fortnight.  Previous to the war he had been resident in Australia for eleven years.  They are sons of Mr and Mrs John Swanson, West Rinnigal, Northside, Longhope.”
