
81870 Sergeant George Seatter 
 

George Seatter was born at Howan, Westray on 28th November 1882, 
the second son of fisherman William Seatter and Hellen Seatter (née 
Paterson).  When George left school, he worked as a farm labourer.  
George sailed from Glasgow on 7th August 1908 on the steamship 
Pretorian of the Allan Line.  After the ship docked in Montreal, George 
made his way to his intended new home, Winnipeg in Manitoba.   
 
When the Great War broke out, George was working as a grain buyer in 
Manitoba.  He attested to join the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
in Winnipeg on 14th December 1914.  George joined up exactly two 
months after the First Canadian Contingent had reached Plymouth and 
proceeded to Salisbury Plain for training.  George probably crossed the 
Atlantic in January or February 1915, in one of many ships that sailed 
individually to carry the Second Canadian Contingent to England. 

 
After George reached England, he joined 10th Battalion, CEF which had transferred to 2nd Brigade 
during reorganisation of 1st Canadian Division to standard British Army establishment in January 
1915.  When George joined up in Winnipeg, he stated that he had no previous military experience, 
which many of the volunteers did have.  George’s relatively advanced age (32 when joined) and 
maturity probably helped to single him out for early promotion to the rank of sergeant. 
 
10th Battalion had a stormy journey across the Channel in an old cattle boat, Kingstonian, before 
landing at St. Nazaire in France on 15th February.  10th Battalion manned front line trenches during 
the Battle of Neuve Chapelle a month later, but did not attack.  10th Battalion then moved north into 
Flanders, where the Canadian Division moved into the line north-east of Ypres in mid-April.  
 
When the Germans launched the first gas attack north of Ypres in the evening of 22nd April, 10th 
Battalion was in divisional reserve in Ypres.  The release of chlorine gas killed many and forced 
back the survivors among French troops on the left of the Canadians’ front, leaving a gap about 4½ 
miles wide.  10th Battalion moved up that evening to join 16th Battalion at Mousetrap Farm. 
 
Just before midnight 10th and 16th Canadian Battalions advanced towards an oak-tree plantation, 
known afterwards as Kitchener’s Wood.  Prussian and Bavarian troops in it fired flares and opened up 
heavy rifle and machine gun fire, but the Canadians pushed on and into the wood.  They took 
possession of the wood after desperate close-quarter fighting during the night, but heavy German fire 
into it forced the Canadians to withdraw to hold a captured trench line along the southern edge.   
 
When a second German gas attack directly against the Canadians on 24th April forced a partial retreat, 
10th Battalion took up a position to the left of 7th Battalion on Gravenstafel Ridge.  They held it 
despite fierce attacks and fire, but 10th Battalion numbered only 98 all ranks (including walking 
wounded) when it was able to withdraw to Ypres on the 27th.  10th Battalion lost a few more 
casualties to shell-fire in reserve positions over the next week.  Some of the missing returned from the 
confused fighting and others had been taken prisoner, but there were many killed and wounded. 
 
George Seatter was among the 10th Battalion wounded who made it to 
a hospital, in Boulogne on the French coast.  George died there of his 
wounds on 24th May.  He is buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, 
where the six other Orcadian soldier graves include another from 
Westray, William Heddle of Hammers, who died during the 1916 
Battles of the Somme.  George Seatter was the first of the 38 Westray 
service men who died in the Great War and are commemorated on the 
Westray War Memorial. 
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